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Ganoderma applanatum  
on beech 

 



Hi Folks! 

   Another foraying season is well under wayð
and yet another unusual year for weather!  As I 
write the rain is pounding off the ground outside 
while small fungi are pushing up out of the soil in 
my garden.  Currently there is a thick white band 
of tiny Hemimycena along six inches or so of the 
cut edge of  the font lawn.  I canôt imagine what 
they are all growing on! 

   In Britain it seems to be an unusually good year 
for fungiðso much so that Brian Spooner (Kew/
British Mycological Society) is quoted in the 
Daily Telegraph urging mushroom pickers to be 
wary of  poisonous varieties in ña bumper year for 
fungiò.   Just so.  Which reminds me that we have 
featured a personal experience of severe 
poisoning (by destroying angel) on pages 10, 13 
& 14. 

   Following the resignation of our long-term 
Chairman Gerry Shannon last year, we now have 
a new Chairman (or should it be Chairperson?).  I 
am referring of course to Debbie Nelson who has 

accepted the mantle and made a great start to her  
new post in 2008.  You will see Debbie gracing 
the front page as she gazes (?in awe) at large 
Ganoderma brackets on beech at Clandeboye in 
the second foray of 2008.  We wish her all the 
very best! 

  Gerry is still of course an enthusiastic member 
and foray attendee and we still rely very much on 
him for chores like getting the Newsletter printed!   
Many thanks for all your hard work Gerry and we 
sincerely hope you will enjoy retirement both 
from the chairmanship and from your day job at 
UU which is imminent. 

Roy Anderson, Editor 
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  Well, you may or may not be aware that our 
long standing Chairman, Gerry Shannon, has 
decided to retire from work for a well earned 
break. As it happens, this coincided with his 
retirement from Chairmanship of the NIFG. 
Gerry, we wish you all the best and lots of 
happy hours foraying and catching up on your 
library! 
 
For my sins, I chose to step forward and offer 

my services as Chairperson.  
 
 I also thought that, as I have not met some of you 
before, I would use this opportunity to introduce 
myself. My name is Debbie Nelson and come from 
the ósunnyô seaside town of Donaghadee, where I 
spent most of my younger days combing rock-pools 
for sea creatures and taking trips to the Copeland 
Islands. My interest in the natural world began in 
school where we had to design wall displays based 
around native wildlife. I now work as an 
Environmental Education Officer for a Wildlife 
Rescue Centre based in Crumlin. 
 
My interest in fungi began while carrying out an 
NVQ in Environmental Conservation in which 
fungi played a big part. I wanted to be able to label 
the photographs and my addiction began there!  
 
 Enough said I think!  
 

Chairman's Report 2007 

Roy Anderson 
 

1  Belvoir View Park 
Newtownbreda 
Belfast BT8 7BL 

roy.anderson@ntlworld.com 
 

DISCLAIMER  
The contents of NIFG NEWS are  as accurate as can be 
achieved within the constraints of a small newsletter.  The 
editorial staff take no responsibility for views expressed about 
the edibility or otherwise of fungi described by contributors.  
Edibility is a relative term and what may suit one person may 
react badly with another.  The identification of fungi for 
consumption is entirely the responsibility of the individual 
reader.  Guidance given in these pages is not definitive and 
regardless of the degree of expertise available, infers no 
guarantee of edibility.  Therefore the management accept no 
responsibility for the consumption of fungal fruiting bodies 
based on information presented here, whatever the advise or 
ultimate consequences. 
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 Last year was a rather odd year for fungi. The first 
few forays produced quite long lists. Then, 
Northern Ireland being what it is, decided to play a 
trump card and throw us a series hot dry spells 
followed by serious flooding. This did not bode 
well for fungi. It seemed they either did not fruit at 
all, or when they did they simply got washed away. 
The summer series of forays showed up very little 
but the later autumn forays where much more 
productive. We had several new finds, some new to 
Ireland!  
 
 The group also broke its record species number for 
one foray with the residential trip to Roe valley 
Country Park producing 94 Species! The following 
day at Binevenagh produced some super finds 
including the magnificent Green Earth Tongue, 
Microglossum olivaceum and the rare waxcap, 
Hygrocybe ovina also known as the blushing 
waxcap. Two very important natural grassland 
indicator species!  
 
 At the AGM, we had a few other shifts in the 
committee. Roy stood down as Acting Recorder as 
the designing and writing the newsletter is very 
time consuming and hard work so Robert Cobain 
took over. Robert also came forward to be a joint 
Webmaster with David Mitchell. David is very 
involved with Environmental projects and this will 
at least take a little strain off his shoulders.  
 
 One last note.  I recently attended the BMSRN 
Group leaders Meeting in Preston. There I was 
handed a piece of paper which had on it the total 
number of records submitted by the Group. Not 
including 2006 & 7 records which are still to be 
submitted, we are at present standing at total 
records submitted by the Group of 21,689, total 
records submitted for our Vice Counties at 29,333 
(these include individuals records) and total 
individual species recorded are 5,961 species. This 
is a fantastic achievement and could not be reached 
without YOUR dedication. So thank you to 
everyone for keeping up the work and passion 
within the Group and lets hope 2008 produces more 
finds and fun for everyone.  
 
 Thank you 
 
 Debbie Nelson 
 

  MEMBERôS NEWS 
 

Forthcoming events: 
 

The Apple Show 2008 

 
  Due to the success of last years Apple Festival 
at Crawfordsburn Country Park we have been 
asked to attend again this coming October. The 
event will take place on the 25th & 26th October 
from 10am to approx 5 pm both days. We will 
have a bigger and better stand of fungi 
specimens on display, posters and display 
boards, powerpoint fungi shots and be on hand 
to answer questions or give advice where we 
can. We will also be selling some education 
resources courtesy of BMS, to help raise funds 
for the Group. 
 
The Park is situated just outside Crawfordsburn 
Village and is well signposted from the A2 
Belfast to Bangor road (there will be yellow 
council signs directing you to the event.) Please 
come along and show your support, either by 
saying óHelloô or maybe staying to lend a hand 
with the display. If you are coming along bring 
some fresh samples that could be set out in the 
display.  
 
Hope to see many of you there.  
 
Debbie Nelson 
 
[Photos and write-up of last yearôs event are on p. 10] 
 
 

Stop-press! - addition to Foray List 
 
Foray to Roe Park, 25 October: 
This is a requested foray by Mrs Joe Simpson.   
The meeting point is the Radison Hotel Carpark 
near Limavady at 11am. 
Members meeting there will then move on to 
Roe Valley Country Park for the foray itself. 
Anyone attending this event must bring a 
packed lunch, although there is a cafe in the 
Country Park which they may be able to use. 
Lunch is at 1pm. There is always the 
opportunity to meet at lunch time at the Park 
itself if you cannot make it for 11am. 
This event is running in conjunction with the 
Apple Festival in Crawfordsburn Country park, 
but those living in the North coast or those not 
able to attend the Apple festival may wish to 
join the foray instead. Gerry Shannon and Chris 
Stretch should be leading the walk as expert 
guides. Please treat this as any other foray and 
follow the general advice of sensible footware, 
waterproofs and collecting box if you wish. 
 
Debbie 



 and a photo of a Peziza micropus taken at 
Clandeboye. 
 
 
  Roy Anderson 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

N. Ireland Fungus Group Forum 
[http://nifg.proboards54.com/index.cgi] 

 
   Robert Cobain continues to take the lead in 
organising the Forum and it seems to have 
remained busy into 2008. 
    A major puzzle within the last year was 
provided by a small fungus which came up on a 
memberôs lawn (7 Sept ó07).  This went through 
opinions from most of the members but in the end 
no-one could put a name on it. 
It was eventually sent to Kew and identified as 
Hygrocybe irrigata.  The very hard body,   steely-
blue colours and white gills foxed everyone.  
Hygrocybe irrigata is a not uncommon waxcap but 
this one was very fresh (young) and didnôt look 
like a waxcap so fooled everyone (including 
myselfðRA). 
   Another puzzle was posted in Feb ó08.  This one 
was a cup fungus.  I donôt think a name was put on 
it and I missed the whole show so can only reveal 
its identity now, a bit belatedly.  The clues are in 
the form of: found near alder; found in early 

spring.  Can be only one thingðCiboria caucus (= 
amentacea) growing on alder catkins.  This has 
been christened the alder goblet.  Nice little thing 
isnôt it? 
   Finally, a niuce photo of a slphur tuft posted by 
Robert: 
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OIrganic Farm at Camowen Green, visited 15 
September, had a very short of list of 17 species.  
Some of these were unusual, however, including 
the sulphurous parasol Cystolepiota bucknallii 
and the ashen knight Tricholoma sciodes. This 

was common on hedgebanks under beech. 
Easily the most successful foray of the year was 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Foray and other finds 2007/8 

Foray Records 
 
    

The foray season in 2007 got off to a good start af-
ter a long dry spell in the spring followed by a 
very wet second half of June.  There was a visit to 
Clare Wood on 27 July in which 67 species of fun-
gi were recorded, one of our best recent efforts.  
This included 17 ascomycetes.  The most interest-
ing cup fungi were Humaria hemisphaerica which 
occurs very sporadically here                                 
and Scutellinia superba, a fairly common eyelash 

fungus which has shorter hairs than the abundant 
S. scutellata, but unlike it grows on forest soils and 
never on wood.   
Among the higher fungi only Macrocystidia cu-

cumis, a species which is particularly associated 
with wood chip depoitrs, could be considered rare.  
It has become less so in recent years because of 
extensive use of wood chip mulches. 
In contrast with Clare Wood, Hamilton Keeôs 
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the first day of the Residential, held at Roe Val-
ley Country Park, which now holds the record of  
most species on a foray at 92 . 
Among these were several notables.  The un-
common ascomycete Tarzetta scotica was rec-
orded.  This is a northern form distinguishable 
from T. catinus and T. cupularis by its combina-
tion of small size and narrowly ellipsoid spores.  
Cortinarius is not a genus we see particularly 

often but there were several species, including 
C. caerulescens 
and the beautiful C. purpurascens 
The carpark at Roe Valley was covered in En-

toloma, mainly E. rhodopolium nidorosum but 

also a few E. incanum and E. conferendum.   
The rich woodlands boasted, as well as the 
Cortinarius, a fair number of uncommon agarics, 
including the sulphur knight Tricholoma sulphu-
reum, under beech and Russula integra under 

Douglas fir, along with the conifer puffball Lyco-
perdon umbrinum.  It was nice to see Amanita 
citrina var. alba here and there and Coprinus 
lagopus and Stropharia aurantiaca were common 
in one or two places on wood chip piles.  
The second day of the Residential did not disap-
point either as we decamped to Binevenagh moun-
tain.  Very old stacked logs in the forest were cov-
ered in Coniophora puteana, Pseudohydnum gelati-
nosum and Stereum sanguinolentum.  A jelly baby-
like agaric on the sides of one stack was at first 
thought to be the N. American Chrysomphalina 
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strombodes, but was later 
changed to C. grossula.  The 
literature on this genus is 
highly confused and confus-
ing.  In moss under large firs 
a few Cortinarius acutus 
were recordedða rather rare 
species in our area. 
Beyond the woods, on the 
rich basaltic grassland, a deep 
blue-green form of Micro-

glossum olivaceum was present.  And, although 
late in the season there were still a few ómatureô 
specimens of Hygrocybe ovina aboutðthis is one 
of the few localities in N. Ireland where it can be 
seen.  Not many other waxcaps were about, 
though, with a total of only 6 species. 

The last foray of 2007 was devoted to waxcap 
grasslands at Slievenacloy Reserve just north of 
Belfast.  Slievenacloy has some very interesting 
old pasture on slightly basic soils with very little 
peatðtherefore unusual in a N. Ireland context.  
There were a lot of waxcaps aboutð15 species 
plus one variety.  The species included a great 
abundance of H. punicea and a scatter of H. au-

rantiosplendens, a single H. fuscescens and 
many H. ochraceopallida and russocoriacea.  
The most  interesting find, however, was a very 
strange colour variety of the parrot waxcap H. 
psittacina.  There were only 2 or 3 but they were 
very large and coloured a rusty brown with 
strong pinkish-violet overtones to the centre of 
the cap.  It was unfortunate, but when I came 
back the following day to photograph them, 
none were to be found.   
 

 
Other records 

 
  Among other finds during the year was a deep-
ly unimpressive little brown job found growing 
on old reed stems washed up on the shores of a 
small loughan called Derrintrig L. on the Pettigo 
Plateau in September ó07.   
 This was investigated and keyed to a rare aga-
ric, called by a variety of names over the years, 
but now generally accepted as Pholiota 
pityrodes.  As far as I am aware this has not 
been recorded previously in the    British Isles.   

 

Roy Anderson 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Roy Anderson 
     
     
  



 Cook-in 2004 
Fungi Picture Quiz 
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