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Mystery fungusðwhat is this? [see page 14] 



Hi Folks! 

   The wetness of the early year is obvious, 
looking out of my study window as I write this.  
Will the rain ever stop? 

   Despite the coolness and wetness 2009 has 
started with a better than average crop of  morels 
and other fungi.  A visit, first by Chris Stretch, 
then Debbie and myself to Straidkilly in April 
paid dividends.  Chris found large numbers of the 
anemone cup Dumontinia tuberosa. This is 
normally a rare cup fungus and occurs in ones or 
twos but there were droves on this occasion, 
where rainwater had washed an area clear in the 
middle of flowering wood anemone.  Chris also 
found several Verpa conica, an uncommon morel 
which ahs been recorded several times previously 
in N. Ireland.  Here it was in soil under cleared 
hazel.  Debbie and I later found an unusual Peziza 
in this same woodland which I have had difficult 
identifying.  It may be Peziza ninguis, a species 
not previously recorded from Ireland.   

  The first foray of the season was to Woodburn 
Glen near Carrickfergus, in mid May.  This out-of
-the-way place can be found at the end of 

Woodburn South reservoir by scaling a hole in a 
perimeter fence! (We are nothing if not 
adventurous in NIFG).  The Glen sports the 
remains of a path , bridges over the stream and 
decayed wooden steps all suggesting that its 
heyday was some decades ago.  But an interesting 
place all the same.  Considering the time of year 
we did quite well with the uncommon brick cap 
Hypholoma sublateritium found clustered on ash 
over the stream and a selection of brackets and 
ascomycetes elsewhere.  Definitely worth a visit 
later in the year as the waterfall alone is worth 
seeing.   

Roy Anderson, Editor                             25 May 
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   2008 proved rather successful in foray terms. I 
was glad to see a good few new faces coming 
and going throughout the year. The interest in 
fungi has grown tremendously, probably due to 
the bad reports of various poisonings over the 
last 2 years. Although I hope that it is also due 
to the good work that David has done with the 
website, the effort put in by myself and the 

members at the Crawfordsburn Apple Festival. I 
hope this continues throughout this year.  
   The forays were well attended except for two 
which suffered from the bad weather.  This proved 
to be a great asset as there were several new species 
for Ireland recorded and some extremely rare finds 
uncovered. Thatôs all down to you guys. If you 
didnôt come out and brave the weather I doubt it 
would be so productive! 
    Many eyes make big species lists after all!!!  We 
also  ran a few conjoined forays with the Forestry 
Service and also the Northern Ireland Environment 
Agency (formerly Environment & Heritage 
Service).   The Redburn Country Park foray must 
have had record numbers of attendees.  Sadly the 
weather made foraying difficult and only some 
usual suspects turned up apart from a bank covered 
in Collared Earthstar, Geastrum triplex.. The 
fascination of this, with the many young children 
which accompanied their parents sending plumes of 
spores into the air was more than a lot could 

Chairman's Report 2008 

Roy Anderson 
 

1  Belvoir View Park 
Newtownbreda 
Belfast BT8 7BL 

roy.anderson@ntlworld.com 
 

DISCLAIMER  
The contents of NIFG NEWS are  as accurate as can be 
achieved within the constraints of a small newsletter.  The 
editorial staff take no responsibility for views expressed 
about the edibility or otherwise of fungi described by 
contributors.  Edibility is a relative term and what may suit 
one person may react badly with another.  The 
identification of fungi for consumption is entirely the 
responsibility of the individual reader.  Guidance given in 
these pages is not definitive and regardless of the degree 
of expertise available, infers no guarantee of edibility.  
Therefore the management accept no responsibility for the 
consumption of fungal fruiting bodies based on information 
presented here, whatever the advise or ultimate 
consequences. 

  



Page 3 

resist!!! 
   I am the first to admit I am nowhere near to being 
an expert in this field but I just wanted to take this 
opportunity to say a big thank you  from all the 
members to the guys who spend taxing hours doing 
all the scientific identification of our finds.  The 
foray doesn't end when we take off the raincoats 
and get into our cars. Without the few hard working  
scientific minds Iôm sure we would be missing a lot. 
We learn so much from you while out on forays and 
we all appreciate it very much.  
 
Thank you 
 
 Debbie Nelson 
 

  MEMBERôS NEWS 
 

The Apple Show 2008 
 

   
   After the success of the previous years we were 
again asked to attend the Apple Festival.  This year 
I made it a personal mission to top the species we 
had on display.  
  By Sunday evening we had 136 species in total, 
which produced a fantastic display and was  very 
well received by the hundreds  of people who 
visited. I also saw the importance of having 
informative handouts for the public to read as many 

were waiting to speak to us and it awas difficult to 
deal with it all. I borrowed a display stand and 
purchased  
a variety of posters on mycology etc along with 
some photos of our group in the field.  Details of 
the NIFG and the British Mycology Society were 
available and I have received many e-mails from 
people who attended and wish to join as a result. 
   Thanks to the members who attended and to 

Arlette for all her labelling, and also for taking 
the time to bring along her university student 
friends.  

   We are planning on attending again this 
October but adding a little twist to the display.   
Possibly a cooking display?? We may need your 
help with this to collect a large selection of 
edible species. Arlette came up with the idea of 
setting up a 'mycology lab' and possibly 

borrowing some microscopes to let the children 
look at spores up close.  
   Also we hope there will be some activities 
fand bits and pieces for children to take away 
with them, making spore prints etc.. 
  But this needs further investigation.  If you 
think you would like to help with this, either by 
manning a particular section, helping prepare for 
the event, writing up literary material for the 
public to take away with them etc., please do 
come forward and e-mail me. All help gratefully 
will be gratefully received.  
 
Debbie Nelson 
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Why not visit our Website at  

Http://www.nifg.org.uk/ 
And see  

The Online Atlas 
New finds 
New photos 
New books 
& much 
moreéé.... 
 

 

 Roy Anderson 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lachnum calyculiforme 

  MEMBERôS NEWS (contd.) 
Gift from  NIFG to a special young boy 

 
   A few years back we sadly lost one of our 
younger members, Chris Brauer.   He left behind a 
widow and a young budding mycologist, Ben 
Brauer. Late in 2008, I received an e-mail from 
Ben's Aunt expressing his keenness to come along 
to the forays again. It was the last foray of the year 
and I also found that he had just passed his 
birthday. After some consultation it was decided 
that we would make Ben our youngest and newest 
Honorary Life member.  
   So I hope you all will join me in welcoming Ben 
to the forays.  Your baskets will be full with his 
finds I am sure!!!!  
 
 
 
 

Foray and other finds 2008/9 
(contd.  from p. 7) 

 
 
...Lough Derg.  This has been recorded from 
Fermanagh but is rare and western.  It may be a 

British Isles endemic.  With it was a Calonectria,  
a genus I have not seen before.  The species could 
not be keyed out and may be undescribed.  It was 
living on hazel. 
   Hazel can be a rich substrate for cup fungi.  On a 
trip to Straidkilly NNR, Co Antrim in April the 
beautiful cup fungus Lachnum calyculiforme was 
found in abundance on dead branches.  A relative 
in name if not appearance is Verpa conica of 
which several were present on ground below 
cleared hazel.  There were also several ôclumpsô of 
the wood anemone parasite Dumontinia tuberosa.  
All in all a nice looking place and worth an official 
foray. 

Verpa conica 



Arlette & Chris, Florencecourt Confab at Portglenone 

Mon dieu!!  That is 
what I call fungal rot! 

Miscellaneous Pics, 2008 

Residential weekendðparty at Florencecourt 

Roy attracts the attention 
ofsome females at Flor-

Moo-ooo!!! 

Give my 
head peace! 



Geastrum quadrifidum.  It is quite difficult to 
identify and there was some discussion before 
agreement was reached.  The four-rayed earth-

star as it is called has no previous Irish record, 
and was found under yew on calcareous soil. It 
is remarkable how many Irish earthstars occur 
mainly or only under conifers.  Quite likely they 
(and beech) are among the few trees to produce 
a dense enough shade to prevent competitive 
herbs from smothering the developing earth-
stars. 
   Other new-to-Ireland records for 2008 include 
an eyelash cup fungus Scutellinia barlae from 
Florencecourt and an unidentified Calonectria, 
from Co Tyrone, in the Other Records section.   
    Scutellinia barlae looks pretty much like any 
other eyelash fungus but the spores are unusual 
in being near-spherical and having large warts 
of differing sizes on the surface. This is a rare 

species with only 11 records on FRDBI, most 
from southern England.  It was in the garden un-
der oak in front of Florencecourt House. 
   The Volvariella secies are generally uncom-

Foray and other finds 2008/9 

Foray Records 
 

   The first foray of 2008, to Helenôs Tower, Clan-
deboye, featured rather heavily in Edition 12.  
However I missed one important speciesðBoletus   
luridus, of drier or more limy soilsðnot common 

in N. Ireland. 
  Staying with orange colours, this rather beautiful 
orange peel fungus was photographed at Tynan 
Abbey on 20 September.  Not uncommon on 
pathsides and wheel ruts in woods. 

  Tynan was also the site for a remarkable findð 
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[Robert Cobain] 

[Robert Cobain] 

Boletus luridus 

?Geastrum quadrifidum 



very uncommon, turned up in numbers at 
Glenmore Wood, Glenariff and Crom.  Theleph-
ora penicillata, also very uncommon, was found 
at Glenmore and at Florencecourt. 
      Among the Russulas, there was, after years 
of scarcity, something of note.  Russula lundelii 
and R. romellii  were both present at Port-
glenone and Inisherk yielded a species which 
could not be keyed outðrather like R. brunneo-
violacea but with white spores and mild taste.  
An orange-grey mottled Russula in the carpark 
at Florencecourt refused to key out to anything 
sensible but is close to R. vinosa.  The latter two 
will be sent to Kew. 

 
 

Other records 
   The year saw other notable records.  RA took 
Encoelia glauca on hazel in great abundance at 
Glashagh near the border of Co Tyrone with  

 
 
 
 
 

mon in our part of the world but none more so than 
the huge Volvariella bombycina.  While wandering 

back to base at Florencecourt dur-
ing a particularly heavy downpour 
a member spotted one of these 
sprouting in a large rot-hole on 
beech.  There is s single previous 
Irish record, pre-1900, for Drum 
Manor in Co Tyrone.  It is less ra-
re in Britain.  The Florencecourt 
specimen was immature but still 
over a foot long! 
    The residential weekend of 18-
19 October in Fermanagh had oth-
er highlights (though not the 
weather unfortunately!).  These 
included Hygrocybe laeta var. fla-
va and Clavulinopsis umbrinella 

at Florencecourt, Pseudocraterellus sinuosus and 
Hydnellum concrescens at Inisherk and Gomphidi-
us glutinosus at Crom.   
   During the year Microglossum viride, normally 
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Hydnellum concrescens, Inisherk 

Encoelia glauca 

Leotia lubrica and  Microglossum viride  at 
Glenariff 


